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Why people joined the project?

Figures opposite for:

(Top) Interested but no data;

(MT) Novice: Participants with less than 50 SRS;

(MB) Expert: Participants with more than 50 SRS;

(Bottom) Honorary and paid members – no data.
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Data on why people joined the project were obtained directly from the PA2 forms atlassers filled in when joining the Project.  Some 288 people inquired about the project but never joined.  Some 803 joined but never submitted data, of which 308 never completed PA2 forms.  Of some 377 Novices, 102 did not send in PA2 forms.  Of the 98 Experts, 16 did not return PA2 forms.  Some 69 people were placed on the honorary mailing list – some 47 of these did not fill in a PA2 form.

Interested people enlisted equally out of an interest in their Work, Self education, Flora and Conservation, with these taking up 60%.  An interest in proteas contributed a further 9%, significantly more than other variables.  Novices were very similar with Work, Flora, Self education and Conservation taking up 69%.  An interest in hiking contributed a further 7%.  Experts differed significantly from the above, with Flora being the biggest influence, followed by Studies, with an equal input from Conservation, Self Education and Science making up 76%.  Honorary were disproportionately high on Studies or Work, as might be expected based on why they were selected.
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There appears to be no obvious difference between the profiles of the four groups.  “Experts” tended to be most interested in plants.  People joining out of an interest in proteas and self education seem to be not as useful as studies and flora.  Interestingly, people who “wanted to help or contribute” didn’t do better than average.  Studies/Work and Science were the best indicators of Experts.  Categories particularly bad at generating Experts were “Interest in Nature” and Land Owner
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